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2 3 
PRE DESTINATION 

And fot. in the: 


SCRIPTURE-LIGHT, Se. 


SR. Meſley having declared him- 
elf the author of the Serious 
Mo 1 Poughts upon the Perſevutr- 
Vance of the ſaints, to which I 
lately returned an anſwer ; 
gas been pleaſed to ſhift the 
controverſy from perſeverance to jredeſtinia- 
tion; contenting himſelf with ſome low, 
mean, and impertinent exceptions to a part 
of what I have written on the ſubject of per- 
ſeverance; not attempting to anſwer any one 
argument advanced by me in vindication of 
it; and yet he has the aſſurance, in the pub- 
lic papers, to call this miſerable piece of his, 
| A 2 . chiefly 


1 
chiefly written on another ſubject, A full 
enfwer to Dr. Gill's 1 on perſeverance ; 
any other man but Mr. Veſley would, upon 
reflection, be covered with ſhame and con- 
fuſion ; though, to give him his due, in his 
great modeſty, he has left out the word fu// 
in. ſome after-papers ; as being conſcious to 
bimſelf, or it may be, ſome of his friends 
inted it to him, that it was an impoſition 
upon the public, and tended greatly to ex- 
poſe himſelf and his cauſe; fince he has left 
me in the full poſſeſſion of all my arguments; 
which I will not ſay are unanſwerable, tho 
I think they are; and it looks as if Mr. Wef- 
ley thought ſo too, ſeeing he has not attempt- 
ed to anſwer one of them ; yet this I may 
ſay, that as yet they are not anſwered ; not 
anſwered at all, and much leſs is a full an- 
fwer given unto them. 

And now, though I might be very well 
excuſed following him in this wild purſait on 
the ſubject of prede/ſtination ; ſince he has 
not meddled with my argument from it for 
the ſaints perſeverance ; fince he has not 
purſued that ſubject, as his title promiſes ; 
and fince throughout the whole he does not 
argue, only barangue upon it; and that only 
on a part of it, reprobation, which he thought 


would beſt ſerve his purpoſe; yet for the ſake 
of weak and honeſt minds, leſt through his 
ſubtlety, they ſbould be corrupted from the ſim- 
pflicity that is in Chriſt ; I ſhall endeavour to 
tate the doctrine of predeſtination, and ſer it 

FIT in 


—w MP 

in a true light according to the ſcriptures, 
with the proofs of it from thence ; and take 
notice of the principal objections raiſed by 

Mr. Weſley in his harangue on that part of it 
which reipe&s reprobation ; and then cloſe 
this treatiſe with a reply to his trifling ex- 

ceptions to what I have written on the ſub- 
ject of the ſaints perſeverance. 
As to the dodtrine of predeſtination, it 
may be conſidered either, | | 


I. In general, as reſpecting all things that 
have been, are, or ſhall be, or done in the 
world; every thing comes under the deter- 
mination and appointment of God; © he did 

as the Ane of divines ſay in their con- 


dination and fore- appointment of all things, 


TT 


may be concluded from the fore-knowledge 
of God; known unto God are all bis works fro 

the beginning of the world, am a., from 

eternity; they were known by him as future, 

as what would be, which became & by his 

_ determination of them; for, the reaſon why 

3 he knew they would be, is, becauſe he de- 
3. 2 Lk — termined 


2 Acts xv. 18. 


1 

termined they ſhould be : alſo from the pro- 
vidence of God, and his government of the 
world, which is all according to the counſel 
of his own will; * for he does every thing ac- 
cording to that, or as he has determined in 
his own mind. Eternal predeſtination in 
this ſenſe, is no other than eternal providence, 
of which actual providence in time is the ex- 
ecution. To deny this, is to deny the pro- 
vidence of God, and his government of the 
world, which none but Deifts and Atheiſts 
will do; at leaſt it is to think and ſpeak un- 
worthily of God, as not being that all-know- 
ing, and all-wiſe, and ſovereign ruler of the 
- world, he is: once more that very wonder- 
ful thing, 5 or foretelling things to 
come, could not be without a predeſtination 
of them; of which there are ſo many in- 
ſtances in ſeripture; ſuch as the ſtay of the 
Iſraelites in Egypt, and their departure from 
thence ; the ſeventy years captivity of the 
Jews in Babylon, and their return at the end 
of that time; the exact coming of the Meſ- 
ſiah at ſuch a certain time; with many others, 
and ſome ſeemingly the moſt caſual and 
contingent ; as the birth of perſons by name 
a hundred or hundreds of years before they 
were born, as Jofiab and Cyrus ; and a man's 
carrying a pitcher of water, at ſuch a time, 
to ſuch a place; © how could theſe things be 
foretold with certainty, unleſs it was deter- 

mined 


Fob: 3. 11. 1 Kings xili. 2. yp: xliv. 28. and 
xlv. 1. Luke xx. 10, 13. = 
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mined and appointed they mould be? There” 8 
gothing comes by chance to God, nothing 
one without. his knowledge, nor without 
his will or permiſſion, and nothing without 
his determination; every thing, even the 
moſt minute thing, reſpecting his creatures, 
and what is done in this world in all periods 
and ages of time, is by his appointment; 
for the proof of which ſee the following 
paſſages: 
Ecol. iii. 1, 2. Jo every thing there is a 
ſeaſon, and a time to every purpoſe under the 
beaven ; 3 4 time to be born and a time 10 die, 
&c. a time fixed by the purpoſe of God for 
each of theſe. | 

Job xiv. 5. Seeing bis days are determined, 

the number of bis months are with thee, thou 
haſt appointed his bounds that be cannot paſs. 
Ch. xxiii. 14. He per formeth the thing that is 
appointed for me, and many ſuch things are 
With him. 
Dan. iv. 35. And be doth according to his 
will in. the army of beaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth, and none can ſtay his 
band, or ſay unto him, what doſt thu? 

_ Eph. i. 11. Being predeſtinated according 
70 ite furpoſe of him who worketh all things 
after the counſel, of his own will. 

Acts xv. 18. Known unto God are all his 
words from the beginning of the world. Ch. 
Evil, 26.—and bath determined the times before 
keine, and the bounds of their habitation, 


Matt. 


61 
Matt. x. 29 % 30. Are not two ſparrows fold 
for a farthi "gf and one of them ſhall not fall 
to the ground without Frag father ; but the 
* hairs of your head are all numbered. 


II. Predeſtination may wh conſidered as 
ſpecial, and as relating to particular perſons, 
and to things ſpiritual and eternal ; whereas 
predeſtination in general reſpects all creatures 
and things, even things temporal and civil. 

Firſt, Chriſt himſelf is the object of pre- 
deſtination ; he was fore-ordained to be the 
mediator between God and man ; to be the 
propitiation for fin; to be the redeemer and 
ſaviour of his people; to be the head of the 
church, king of ſaints, and. judge of the 
world : hence he is called, God select, and 
his choſen one; and whatſoever befel him, 
or was done unto him, was by the deter- 
minate council and or knew led, e of God; 
even all things relating to his fofferings and 
death ; in proof of which read the following 
ſcriptures. 

Rom. iii. 25. Whom God bath ſet forth, 
rgos Hero, fore-orgained 5 be a þ eds 


1 Pet. i. 20. Who verily was fore-ordained 


before the foundation of the world ; that is, to 
be the lamb ſlain. See ch. ii. 4. 
Luke xxii. 29. And I appoint unto you a 
ki ngdom, as my father bath appointed unto me. 
Acts xvii. 31. Becauſe he hath appointed a 
| dayi in the which he will ;ndge the world in righ- 


teouſneſs 


3 : 
zeouſneſs by that man whom he hath ordained. 
See allo ch. Xx. 42. . 8 

Iſa. xlii. 1. Bebold my ſervant whom I up- 
bold, mine elect, in whom my ſoul deligbtetb. 
See Matt. xii. 18. . 2 

Luke xxii. 22. And truly the ſon of man 
goeth, as it was determined, but wo unto that 
man by whom be is betrayed. 

Acts il. 23. Him, being delivered by the de- 
terminate counſel and fore-knowledge of God, 
ye bave taken, &c. Ch. iv. 2.8,— For to do 
whatſoever thy band and thy counſel deterniined 
before to be done. 1 

Seconaly, Angels alſo are the objects of 
predeſtination, good and bad; the bleſſed 
angels are choſen unto life, and to continue 
in their happy ſtate to all eternity: and their 
perſeverance therein, and eternal felicity, are 
owing to the eternal choice of them in Chriſt 
their head; I charge thee before God, and the 
Ford Jeſus Chrift, and the elect angels, that 
thou obſerve theſe things, 1 Tim. v. 24. The 
evil angels are rejected of God, and left in 
that miſerable eſtate their apoſtacy brought 
them into, without any proviſion of grace and 
mercy for them: they are delivered into 
chains of darkneſs, to be reſerved to the judg- 
ment of the great day; and everlaſting fire is 
prepared for them, according to the determi- 
nate counſel and will of God, 2 Pet. i. 4. 
Matt. xxv. 4 7D wi 
Thirdly, Predeſtination Which the ſerip- 
tures chiefly treat of, is what reſpeAs men, 
and 


* — 
- 


[ 10 
and conſiſts of two parts, election and repro- 


bation ; the one is a predeſtination unto life, 
the other unto death, 


; Election, which is a predeſtination un- 
to life, is an act of the free grace of God, of 
his ſovereign and immutable will, by which 
from all eternity he has choſen in Chriſt, out. 
ofthe common maſs of mankind, ſome men, 
or a certain number of them, to partake of 
ſpiritual bleſſings here, and happineſs here- 
after, for the glory of his grace. | 

1. The objects of election are ſome men, 
not all, which a choice ſuppoſes; to take all 
would be no choice; called therefore a rem- 
nant according to the elkcrion of grace, Rom. 
X1. 5. Theſe are a certain number which 
tho' unknown to us, how many, and who 
they are, are known to God; the Lord knows 
them that are his, 2 Tim. ii. 19. And tho 
they are in themſelves a great multitude, 
which no man can number, Rev. vii. g. yet 
when compared with thoſe from whom they 
are choſen; they are but few; many be call. 
ed, but few choſen, Matt. xx. 16. Theſe are 
choſen out of the ſame common mals of man- 
kind, be it conſidered as corrupt or pure; all 
were on an equal level when the choice was 
made: hath not the potter power over the clay 
of the ſame lump, to make one veſſel unto bo- 
nour, and another unto diſhonour ? Rom. ix, 
21. theſe are not whole nations, churches, 
and communities, but particular. perſons, 

popes nk Mehta whoſe 
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whoſe names are written in the lamb's bod 
of life; Jacob have I loved, &c. ſalute Raſ us 
choſen in the Lord: according as be bath choſen 
us in him, &c. Rom ix. 1}. and xvi. 1 3. Eph. 
i. 4. not a ſett of propoſitions, but perſons. 
not characters, but men; or not men under 
ſuch and ſuch charatters,/ as believers, holy, 
Ic. but men as having done neither good 
nor evil; before they had done either, Rom, 
IX. 11. 

2. This act of election, is an act of God's 
free grace, to which he is not moved by any 
motive or condition in the object choſen ; 
wherefore it is called tbe election of grace; 
concerning which the apoſtle's reaſoning is 
ſtrong and invincible; and zf by grace, then 
is it no more of works, otherwiſe grace is no 
more grace; but if it be of works, then is it 
no more grace; othercoiſe work is no more work, 
Rom, xi. 5, 6. It is according to the ſove- 
reign and unchangeable will of God, and 
not according to the will or works of men: 
having predeſtinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, according 
to the good pleaſure of his will, Eph. i. 5. and 
again, ver 11. being predeſtinated according 
to the purpoſe of him who worketh all things 
after the counſel of his own will; hence it 
ſtands immutably firm and ſure, even the 
purpoſe of God according to eleAion, not of 
wot ks, but of him that calleth, Rom. ix. 1+. 

3. This act ofelectiom is irteſpective of faith, 
holineſs, and good works, as cauſes or con- 

B 2 ditions 
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ditions of it; faith flows from it, is a fruit 
and effect of it, is ſecured by it, and is had 
in conſequence of it; as many as Were or- 
dained unto eternal life believed, Acts xii, 
48. hence. it is called zhe faith of God's ele, 
Tit. i. 1. and though holineſs is a means pro- 
vided in the a& of election, it is not the 
cauſe of it; men are choſen, not becauſe they 
are, but that they ſhould be holy, Eph. i. 4. 
good works don't go before, but follow after 
election; it is denied to be of them, as before 
obſerved, and it paſſed | before any were done, 
Rom. ix. 11. and xi. 5, 6. they are the ef- 
fects of God's decree, and not the cauſe of it; 
God hath fore-ordained them, that we ſhould 
walk 1 in them, Eph. ii. 10. 

4. The act of election was made in Chriſt, 
as the head, in whom all the ele& were 


| choſen, and into whoſe hands, by this act of 


grace, were put their perſons, grace, and 
Ria and this is an eternal act of God in 
im; according as he hath choſen us in him be- 


fore the "foundation of the world, Eph. i. 4. 
and fo the apoſtle tells the Theſſalonians, 


2 Theſſ. ii. 13. God bath from the beginning 


| choſen you unto ſalvation ; not from the firſt 


preaching of the goſpel to them, or from 
the time of their converſion by it; but from 
the beginning of time, even from all eternity, 


as the phraſe is uſed in Prov. viii. 2 3. hence 


\ nothing done 1 in time could be the cauſe or 


Eondition of 1 it. 


5. What 
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[4 What men are choſen unto by this act 
are, grace here, and glory hereafter ; all 
ſpiritual bleſſings, adoption, juſtification, 
ſanQification, belief of the truth, and ſalva- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt. Salvation is the end 
propoſed with reſpect to men; ſanctification, 
of the ſpirit and belief of the truth are the 
means 2 and prepared for that end. 
Eph. i. 4, 5. Hath choſen us in him, —that we 
eng be holy and witbout blame before bim in 
love : Having predeſtinated us unto the adop- 
New of children, &c. 2 Thefl. ii. 13. VDe are 
bound to give thanks alway to God for you, 
brethren, beloved of the Lord; becauſe God 
hath from the beginning choſen you to ſalva- 
tion, through ſanctification of the ſpirit and 
belief of the truth. 1 Pet. i. 2. Elect accord- 
ing to the fore-knowledge of God the Father, 
through ſantification of the Spirit unto obe- 
dience, and ſprinkling of the blood of Teſus 
Chriſt, 1 Theſſ. v. 9. For God hath not ap- 
pointed us to wrath, but to obtain Saivati on by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 2 
6. Both means and end are ſure to the 
choſen ones, ſince this is an act of God's 
immutable will; theſe are redeemed by the 
blood of Chriſt; he died for their ſins, and 
made ſatisfaction for them; they are juſtiſied 
by his righteouſneſs, and no charge can be 
140 againſt them; they are effectually called 
by the grace of God ; ; they are ſanctified by 
his ſpirit; they perſevere to the end, and can- 
not totally and finally be deceived and fall 

away, 


. 

away, but ſhall be everlaſtingly plorified: 
Rom. viii. 33. ho ſhall lay any thing to the 

charge of God's ele? It is God that juſtifieth : 
Who is be that condemneth? i. e. the elect. I. 
10 Cbriſt that died, that died for them, Rom. 
viii. 30. Whom be did predeſtinate, them he alſo 
called: and whom he Lid them be alſo juſti- 
fied: and whom be juſtified, them he alſs glori- 
Matt. xxiv. 24. For tbere ſhall ariſe 
falſe Chrijts, and / I Prophets, and ſhall | 
t figns and wonders, inſomuch that if 

it were poſſible they 'y ſhall decerve the very elect; 

but that is not "offible. 

7. The ultimate end of all this, with re- 
ſpect to God, is his own glory; the glory of 
all his divine perfections; the glory of his 
wiſdom in forming ſuch a ſcheme, in fixing 
on ſuch an end, and preparing means ſuit- 
able unto it ; the glory of his juſtice and ho- 
lineſs, in the redemption and falvation of 
theſe choſen ones, through the blood, righte- 
ouſneſs, and ſacrifice of his Son; and the 
glory of his rich grace and mercy exhibited 
in his kindneſs to them thro' him; and the 
whole of it is, To the praiſe of the glory of his 
grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved, Eph. i. 6. 

This now is the {cripture doctrine of pre- 
deſtination, or that part of it which is called 
election; from whence it appears to be ab- 
ſolute and unconditional, irreſpective of any 
thing in man as the cauſe and condition of 
it. Nr. Maſley believes, that, (election is a 

5 3 0 Grins 


:. 26H 
<« divine appointment of ſome. men to eternal 
t happineſs; ſo that he owns a particular 
and perſonal election, and call it an eternal 
decree; but believes that it is conditional: 
but if it is conditional, the condition is to be 
named; let him name the condition of it; 
let him point it out to us, and in what paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture. it is; this lies upon him to 
do, and I inſiſt upon it, or elſe he ought to 
give up his unſcriptural notion of conditional 
election. Mark xvi. 16. is no expreſſion of 
this decree, but a declaration of the tevealed 
will of God; and points out to us what will 


be the everlaſting ſtate of believers and unbe- 


lievers : But believers, as ſuch, ate not the 
objects of God's decree; tis true, indeed, that 
they who are real believers, are the cle of 
God; but then the reaſon why they are the 
elect of God is, not becauſe they are believ- 
ers, but they become believers becauſe they 
are the elect of God; their faith is not the 
cauſe or condition of their election, but their 
election the cauſe of their faith; they were 
choſen when they had done neither good 
nor evil, and ſo before they believed; and they 
believe in time, in conſequence of their being 
ordained unto eternal life, from eternity: 
faith is in time, election before the wotld was; 
nothing temporal can be the cable or condi- 
tion of what is eternal. This is the doctrine 
of the ſcriptures; if Mr. Meſiey will not at- 
tend to theſe, let him hear the articles of his 
own church; the 7th of which runs thus: 

Ges „ Pre- 


i 
On 


[16] 
Predeſtination to life, is the evetlaſting 
rpoſe of God, whereby (before the 
6 Fl arp of the world' were laid) he 
<« hath conſtantly decreed by his counſel, 
« ſecret to us, to deliver from curſe and 
** damnation thoſe whom he hath choſen in 
« Chriſt out of mankind, and to bring them 
*«. by Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels 
made to honour; wherefore, they which 
©. be endued with fo excellent a benefit of 
0 God, be called according to God's pur- 
Fe: poſe, by his 2 working in due ſeaſon; 
they, through grace, obey the calling; 
e they be juſtified freely; they be made 
* ſons of God by adoption; they be made 
. © like the image of his only begotten fon. 
_ <, Jeſus Chriſt; they walk religiouſly in good 

% Works, and at length, by God's mercy, 
<<. they attain to everlaſting felicity,” This 
is an article agreeable to the Scripture; an ar- 
ticle of his own church; an article which he 
as a true ſon of the church, has'treacherouſly 
departed from ; an article which Mr. WW: 
muſt have ſubſcribed and ſworn to; an arti- 
cle which will ſtare him in the face as long 
as ſubſcriptions and oaths ſtand for any thing 
with him, 

The doctrine of election, as above ſtated, 
ſtanding in ſo glaring a light in the ſacred 
Scriptures, and appearing with ſuch evidence, 
as is impoſſible for all the art and ſophiſtry 
of men to ſet aſide; the other branch of pre- 
deſtination neceſfarily follows, which we 


deny 


. 
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deny hot, but maintain. Mr. Meſſey would 
have an election found out which does not 
imply reprobation; but what election that can 
be, the wit of man cannot deviſe; for if 
ſome are choſen, others muſt be rejected; 
and Mr. Meſtey's notion of election itſelf im- 
plies it; for if, as he ſays, election means 
ea divine appointment of ſome men to eter- 
* nal happineſs; then others muſt be left 
out of that choice, and rejected. I proceed 
therefor E, 


II. To the other branch of Predeſtination 
commonly called Reprobation; which is aft - 
immutable decree of God, according to his 
_ ſovereign will, by which he has determined 
to leave ſome men in the common mals of 
mankind, out of which he has choſen others, 
and to puniſh them for fin with everlaſting 
deſtruction, for the glory of his power and 
| juſtice. This decree conſiſts of two parts, a 
negative and a poſitive; the former is by 
ſome called preterition, or a paſſing by, a 
leaving ſome when others are choſen; which 
is no other than non-election ; the latter is 
called pre-damnation, being God's decree to 
condemn or damn men for fin. 

Firſt, Preterition is God's act of paſſing by, 
or leaving ſome men when he choſe others, 
according to his ſovereign will and pleaſure; 
of which act of God there is clear evidence 
in the ſacred Scripture; as well as it is neceſ- 
, farily implied in God's act of election, which 

[2 Cc has 
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has ſuch clear and inconteſtable proof. Theſe 
are o Aoor, the reſt, thoſe that remain un- 
elected whilſt others are choſen; be election 
hath obtained it; or elect perſons obtain righ- 
teouſneſs, life, 8 ſalvation, in conſequence 
of their being choſe; and the reft are blinded, 
Rom. ix. 7. being left, they remain in their 
native darkneſs and ignorance, and for their 
fins are given up to judicial blindneſs and. 
hardneſs of heart. Theſe are they that are 
left out of the book of life, whilſt others 
have their names written in it; of whom it 
is ſaid, 7 names are not written in the book 
of 1 ife (of the Lamb) from the foundation of 
the world, Rev. xiii. 8. and xvii. 8. 

Secondly, Pre-damnation is God's decree to 
condemn men for fin, or to puniſh them 
with everlaſting damnation for it : and this 
is the ſenſe of the Scriptures ; ; and this is the 
view which they give us of this doctrine, 
Prov. xvi. 4. The Lord hath made all things 
for hi 725 yea, even the wicked for the day of 
evil. Not that God made man to damn him; 
the ſcripture ſays no ſuch thing, nor do we; 
nor is it the ſenſe of the docttine we plead 
for; nor is it to be inferred from it. God 
made man neither to damn him, nor ſave 
him, but for his own glory; that is his ul- 
timate end in making him, which is anſwered 
whether he is ſaved or loſt; but the mean- 
ing is, that God has appointed all things for 
his glory, and particularly he has appointed 
the wicked man to the day of ruin and de- 

ſtruction 


ſtruction for his wickedneſs. Jude ver. 4. 
For there are certain men crept in unawares, 
who were before of old ordained to this con- 
demnation: But who are they? They are 
after deſcribed ; ungodly men, turning the 
grace of God into laſcruwouſneſs, and denyin 
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
Hence the objects of this decree are called 
veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtruction, that is, by 
fin, Rom. ix. 22. And now what is there 
ſhocking in this doctrine, or diſagreeable to 
the perfections of God? God damns no man 
but for fin, and he decreed to damn none 
but for fin. | 
Thirdly, This decree, we ſay, is according 
to the ſovereign. will of God; for nothing 
can be the cauſe of his decree but his own 
will: let the objects of that part of the de- 
cree, which is called Preterition, be con ſider- 
ed either in the corrupt or pure maſs of man- 
kind, as fallen or unfallen creatures, they are 
to be conſidered in the ſame view, and as on 
an equal foot and level with thoſe that are 
choſen; and therefore no other reaſon can be 
given, but the will of God, that he ſhould 
take one, and leave another. And though, 
in that branch of it, which is an appoint- 
ment of men to condemnation, fin is the 
cauſe of the thing decreed, damnation ; yet 
it is the will of God that is the cauſe of the 
decree itſelf, for this invincible reaſon; or 
other wiſe he muſt have appointed all men to 
damnation, fince all are ſinners; let any other 
| C 2 reaſon 


201 


reaſon be aſſigned if it can be, why he has 
appointed to condemn ſome men for their 
ſin, and not others. FI 

Fourthly, God's end in all this is the glo- 
rifying himſelf, his power and his juſtice ; 
all his appointments are for himſelf, for his 
own glory, and this among the reſt ; What if 
God, willing to ſhew bis wreth, his vindictive 
juſtice, and to make bis power known, in the 
puniſhmept of ſinners for their fin, endured 
with much long-ſuffering the veſſels of wrath 
fitted to deſtrufion ? Rom. ix. 22. 

The doctrine of reprobation, conſidered in 
this light, has nothing in it contrary to the 
nature and perfections of God. Harſh ex- 
preſſions, and unguarded phraſes, which 
ſome may have uſed in ſpeaking or writing 
about this doctrine, I will not take upon me 
to defend; but as it is thus ſtated, I think it 
is a defenſible one, equally as the doctrine of 
election, and is demonſtrable by it. The 
Scriptures are indeed more ſparing of the one 
than of the other, and have left us to conclude 
the one from the other, in a great meaſure. 
though not without giving us clear and full 
evidence; for though reprobation is not ſo 
plentifully ſpoken of, yet it is clearly ſpoken 
of in the ſacred writings : wherefore, upon 
this conſideration, we judge it moſt proper 
and prudent, not ſo much to inſiſt on this ſub- 
ject in our diſcourſes and writings; not from 
any conſciouſneſs of want of evidence, but 
becauſe of the aw/ulneſs of the ſubject. This 
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our opponents are aware of; and therefore 
preſs us upon this head, in order to bring the 
doctrine of election into contempt with weak 
or carnal men; and make their firſt attacks 
upon this branch of predeſtination, which is 
beginning wrong; ſince reprobation is no 
other than non- election, or what is oppoſed 
to election; let the doctrine of election be 
demoliſhed, and the other will fall on courſe; 
but that will coſt too much pains; and they 
find a better account with weak minds in 
taking the other method; a method which 
the Remonſtrants formerly were deſirous of, 
at the ſynod of Dort, could it have been 
allowed; a method which Dr. Whitby has 
taken in his diſcourſe of the five points; aad 
this is the method which Mr. Weſley has 
thought fit to take, and indeed he confines 
himſelf wholly to this ſubject: for tho' he 
calls his pamphlet, Predeſtination calmly con- 
fidered; yet it only conſiders one part of it, 
reprobation ; and that not in a way of argu- 
ment, but harangue; not taking notice of 
our arguments from ſcripture or reaſon, 
only making ſome cavilling exceptions to it ; 
ſuch as have the face of an objection, I ſhall 
gather up, as well as I can, from this wild 
and immethodical performance, and make 
anſwer to. And, | 

_ 1/4, He deſires it may be impartially con- 
ſidered, how it is poſſible to reconcile repro- 
bation with the {ollowing Scriptures : Gen, 
ii. 17. and iv, 7. Deut. vii. 9, 12. and xii, 
26, 
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26, 27, 28. and xxx. 15. 2 Chron. xv. 1, 
Ezr. ix. 13, 14. Job xxxvi. 5. Pſal. cxlv. 9. 
Prov. i. 23. Ia. Ixv. 2, Exzek. xviii. 20. 
Matt. vii. 26. and xi. 20. and xii. 41. and xiii. 
11, 12. and xxii. 8. and xxv. Jobn iii. 18. 
and v. 44. Ads viii. 20. Rom. i. 20. 2 Te. 
11. 10. In all which there is not a word that 
militates againſt the doctrine of reprobation ; 
nor is any thing pointed at worthy of conſi- 
deration: we know very well, nor is it con- 
trary to this doctrine, that the curſe came 
upon men for ſin; and that it is that which 
renders. them unacceptable to God, and is the 
reaſon why at laſt they ſhall find none with 
him, nor him favourable to them: there is 
a repentance which may be found in non- 
elect perſons ; inſtances of that kind do not 
at all weaken the doctrine. Matt. xii. 11, 
12, proves it. The word axy 1s not in the 
original text in Job xxxvi. 5. It is certain 
there are ſome whom God deſpiſes, P/al. 
Ii. 5. and Ixxiii. 20. It is pity but he had 
tranſcribed two or three hundred more paſ- 
{ages when his hand was in; even the whole 
books of Chronicles, and the book of E/ther, 
which would have been as much to his pur- 
poſe as thoſe he has produced. 

2dly, tHe propoſes the following Scriptures 
which declare God's willingneſs that all 
ſhould be ſaved, to be reconciled to the doc- 
trine of reprobation, Matt. xxi. g. Mark xvi. 
15. Jobn v. 34. Acts xvii. 24. Rom. v. ” 
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and x. 12. 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4. Jam. i. 5. 2 Pet. 
iii. 9. 1 Jobn iv, 14. Some of which do not 
reſpect eternal ſalvation at all, but the tem- 
poral ſalvation of the Jews; and others have 
nothing to do with ſalvation in either ſenſe; 
fome ſpeak only of God's will to fave his 
elect, to whom he is long-ſuffering ; and 
others of his will, that Gentiles as well as 
Jews ſhould be ſaved; and that it is his 
pleaſure that ſome of all ſorts ſhould be ſaved 
by Chriſt ; neither of which militate againſt 
the doctrine of reprobation. 
He thinks this doctrine is irreconci- 

leable with the following Scriptures, which 
declare that Chriſt came to ſave all men; 
that he died for all; that he atoned for all, 
even for thoſe that finally periſh ; Matt. xviii. 
11. Jobn i. 29. and iii. 17. and xii. 47. Rom. 
XIV. 15. 1 Cor. viii. 11. 2 Cor. v. 14. 1 Tim. 
ii. 6. Heb. ii. 9. 2 Pet. ii. 1. and 1 Fob. ii. 1, 
2. But theſe Scriptures. ſay not that Chriſt 
came to ſave all that are loſt ; or that he came 
to ſave all men, or died for all men, for all 
the individuals of human nature; there is not 
one text of Scripture in the whole bible that 
ſays this: that which ſeems moſt like it, is 
Heb. ii. 9. That he might taſte death for every 
man; but the word man is not in the original 
text; it is only urep Tar@., for every one; 
for every one of the tons of God, of the chil- 
dren, of the brethren of Chriſt, and ſeed of 
Abraham, 


Þ Predeſtination calmly conſidered, p. 10, 17, 
© ibid p. 18. 
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Abraham, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, as the context 
_ determines it. As for the other above- cited 
paſſages, they regardeitherthe world of God's 
elect; or the Gentiles, as diſtinguiſhed from 
the Fews ; or all ſorts of men; but not all 
the individuals of mankind :' and thoſe who 
are repreſented as ſuch, that ſhould periſh or 
in danger of it, are either ſuch who only 
profeſſed to be bought by Chriſt ; or real 
chriſtians whoſe peace and comfort were in 
danger of being deſtroyed, but not their 
| perſons; and none of the paſſages militate 

againſt the doctrine under conſideration. 
4thlv, This doctrine is repreſented as con- 
trary to, and irreconcileable with the juſtice 
of God, and with thoſe Scriptures that de- 
olare it, particularly Exeł. xviii. To which 
may be replied, that that chapter in Ezekiel 
concerns the people of the Jews only, and 
not all mankind ; and tegards only the pro- 
vidential dealings of God with them, with 
reſpect to civil and temporal things, and a 
vindication of them from inequality and in- 
juſtice; and not ſpiritual and eternal things, 
or the ſalvation and damnation of men; and 
therefore is impertinently produced. And 
if any one does but ſeriouſly and impartially 
conſider the doctrine as above ſtated, they 
will ſee no reaſon. to charge God with in- 
juſtice, or find any difficulty in reconciling 
it to his juſtice, In the firſt branch of this 
' decree, called Preterition, let the objects be 
creatures 
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creatures fallen or unfallen, it puts hothing 
into them; it leaves them as it finds them; 
and therefore does them no injuſtice : in the 
other braneh of it, appointment to condem- 
nation, this is only but for fin ; is there un- 
righteouſneſs with God on that account ? No, 
ſurely ; if it is not injuſtice in him to con- 
demi men for fin, it can be no injuſlice in 
him to decree to condemn them for ſin : and 
if it would have been no untighteouſneſs in 
him to have condemned all men for fin, and 
to have determined to have done it, as he 
doubtleſs might; it can be no ways contrary 
to his juſtice to condemn ſome men for in, 
and to determine ſo to do; wherefore all that 
is ſaid under this head is all harangue, mere 
noiſe, and ſtands for nothing. Let the above 
argument be diſproved if it can. 

5thly, This doctrine is repreſented as con- 
trary to the general judgment; and that up- 
on this ſcheme there can be no judgment to 
come, nor any future ftate of reward and 
puniſhment ©: but why ſo? How does this 
appear ? Why, according to our ſcheme, 
God of old ordained them to this condem- 
© nation: but then it was for ſin; and if for 
fin, how does this preclude a fature judg- 
ment? it rather makes one neceſſary : and 
certain it is, that a future judgment is agree- 
able to it, and quite inevitable by it ; God de- 
crees to condemn men for ſin; men fin, are 
brought to the judgment-ſeat of God, and 
21 | are 
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are juſtly condemned for it. The judgment 
of God takes place, and the juſt reward of 
puniſhment purſuant to the righteous purpoſe 
of God, and according to the rules of juſtice. 
But this writer has the aſſurance to affirm, 
that we ſay, that © God fold men to work 
_ « wickedneſs, even from their mothers 
« womb; and gave them up to a reprobate 
* mind, or ever they hung upon their mo- 
ce ther's breaſts.” This is entirely falſe ; we 
ſay no ſuch thing; we ſay, with the Scrip- 
ture, that men ſell themſelves to work wick- 
edneſs as they grow up; and that God gives 
men up to a reprobate mind after a long 
train and courſe of ſinning; and it muſt be 
a righteous thing with God to bring ſuch 
perſons to judgment, and condemn them for 
their wickedneſs. But then it is ſaid, they 
are condemned “ for not having that grace 
* which God hath decreed they thould never 
* have,” This is falſe again; we ſay no ſuch 
thing, nor believe any ſuch thing ; nor does 
the doctrine we hold oblige us to it; we ſay, 
indeed, that the grace of God is his own ;. 
and whether it is the ſenſe of the text in 
Matthew or no, it matters not, it is a certain 
truth he may do what be will with bis own 
grace; we own that he has determined to 
give it to ſome and not to others, as we find 
in fact he does: but then we ſay, he'll con- 
demn no man for want of this grace he don't 
think fit to give them ; not for what they have 
not; but for what they have and do; not 

tor 
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for their not believing that Chriſt died for 
them ; but for their fins and tranſgreſſions of 
his righteous law. And is not here enough 
to open the righteous judgment and proceed 
upon ? Befides the ſovereign decrees of God 
reſpecting the final ſtate of men, are ſo far 
from rendring the future judgment unneceſ- 
ſary, that that will proceed according to 
them, along with other things; for with 
other books that will be opened then, the 
book of life will be one, in which ſome mens 
names are written, and others not; and the 
dead will be juaged out of thoſe things which }. 
are written in the book, according to their 
works, And whoſoever is not found written in 
the book” of life, ſhall be caſt into the lake of 
fire, Rev. xx. 12, 15. I never knew you, de- 
part from me, Matt. vii. 23. 
bP.tbh, This doctrine is ſaid to agree very 

ill with the truth and ſincerity of God, in a 
thouſand declarations, ſuch as theſe, Ezek. 
Xviii, 23.—Xxxii. 32. Deut. v. 29. . Pſal, 
Ixxxi. 12. Ads xvii. 30. Mark xvi. 1c. 
To which I reply, that ſome of thoſe de- 
clarations concern the Jes only, and not 
all mankind; and are only compaſſionate 
enquiries and vehement deſires after their 
civil and temporal welfare ; and at moſt only 
ſhew what is grateful to God, and approv- 
ed of by him, and what was wanting in 
them; with which they are upbraided, not- 
withſtanding their vain boaſts to the con- 
| D 2 frary, 
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trary. Others only ſhew what is God's will 
of command, or what he has made the duty 
of man ; not what are his purpoſes man ſhall 
do, or what he will-beſtow upon him ; and 
neither of them ſuggeſts any infincerity | in 
God, ſuppoſing the doctrine of reprobation. 
The goſpel is indeed ordered to be preached 
to every creature to whom it is ſent and 
comes; but as yet, it has never been brought 
to all the individuals of buman nature; there 
have been multitudes in all ages that have 
not heard it. And that there are univerſal 
offers of grace and ſalvation made to all 
men, I utterly deny; nay, I deny they are 
made to any; no, not to God's elect; grace 
and ſalvation are provided for them in the 
_ everlaſting covenant, procured for them by 
Chriſt, publiſhed and revealed in the goſpel 
and applied by the Spirit; much Jeſs are 
they made to others; wherefore this doctrine 
is not chargeable with inſincerity on that ac- 
count. 'Let the patrons of univerſal offers 
defend themſelves from this objeCtion ; J 
have nothing to do with it ; til] it is proved 
there are ſuch univerſal offers, then Dr, 
Watts's reaſoning on that head, will require 
ſome attention; but not till then. 2 
Fibu, It is ſaid that the doctrines of elec- 
tion and reprobation leaſt of all agree with 
the ſcriptural account of the love and good- 
neſs. of Gods. The doctrine of election 
furely can neyer Silagree with the love and 
5 13 
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goodneſs of God; ſince his chuſing men to 


ſalvation is the fruit and effect of his ever- 
laſting love and free grace; the reaſon why 


any are choſen is, becauſe they are beloved 


of God ; election pre- ſuppoſes love; this the 
apoſtle points out clearly to us, when he ſays, 
we are bound to give thanks always to God 
for you brethren, beloved of the Lord; becauſe 
God hath from the beginning choſen you to ſal- 
vation, 2 Theſſ. i. 13. And the goodneſs 
of God greatly appears in conſequence of this 
decree in the redemption of the choſen ones 
by Chriſt, in the regeneration and ſanctifica- 


tion of them by the Spirit, and in bringing 


them at laſt to eternal glory and happineſs 

according to his original defign. But it may 
be, it is the doctrine of reprobation only, 
though both are put together by our author. 
that ſo ill agrees with the love and goodneſs 
of God. It is not inconſiſtent with his pro- 
vidential goodneſs; in which ſenſe the Lord 
7s good to all, and bis tender mercies are over 
all bis works; and, notwithſtanding this de- 
cree, all men have a large ſhare of this good- 
neſs of God; and though they may abuſe 
this goodneſs, which will be an aggravation 
of their condemnation ; this is their own fin 


and fault, and not to be charged on the de- 


cree of God, as this writer falſly does; who 
ſays, that God, according to us, gives men 


this world's goods on purpoſe to enhance 
their damnation ; and every one of their com- 
| forts 1 is, by an eternal decree of God, to colt 
| them 
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them a thouſand pangs in hell; whereas the 
abuſe of mercies given, which will enhance 
their damnation, flows not from the decree, 
but from their own wickedneſs. The ſpecial 
mercy and goodneſs of God is denied to ſuch - 
indeed, which is at his ſovereign will to give 
to whom he pleaſes ; who ill have mercy on 
whom he vill have mercy : the act of election 
is an act of God's love, and flows from it; 
reprobation indeed flows from his hatred, 
which is an appointment to wrath ; but then 
it is from his hatred of fin, which is no ways 
contrary to his being a God of love and 
goodneſs: beſides there is a much greater 
diſplay, of the love, grace, mercy, and good- 
neſs of God in chuſing ſome men to ſalvation 
and infallibly ſecuring it unto them, and 
bringing them ſafely to the enjoyment of it, 
than in the contrary ſcheme ; according to 
which not one man is abſolutely choſen to 
ſalvation; ſalvation is not inſured to any one 
fingle perſon; it is left to the precarious and 
fickle will of man; and it is poſſible, accord-. 
ing to that ſcheme, that not one man may be 
ſaved; nay, it is impoſſible that any one man 
ſhould be ſaved by the power of his own 
free will. Let it be judged then, which 
ſcheme is moſt merciful and kind to men, 
and moſt worthy of the God of love and 
goodneſs. Upon the whole, the doctrine of 
reprobation, though ſet in ſo ill a light, and 
repreſented in ſuch an odious manner, is a 
defenſible doctrine when ſtated and cleared; 

nor 
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nor are we afraid to own and maintain it. 
This clover foot does not affright us; ſo Mr. 
Weſley calls“, as he thinks, beautifully, but 
moſt blaſphemouſly, an act of the divine will; 
nor is this a miliſtone that hangs about the neck 
of our hypotheſis, as he no doubt very elegantly 
expreſſes it; but let me tell him, it will be 
his diſtinguiſhing mercy, if it is not a mill- 
ſtone about his own neck. From hence he 
wanders to free-will and irreſiſtible grace; 
ſometimes he is for free-will,- ſometimes for 
free-grace; ſometimes for reſiſtible, and 
ſometimes for irreſiſtible grace. When he 
can agree with himſelf, he will appear.in a 
better light, and may be more worthy of no- 
tice. What he ſays of free-will on the one 
ſide and reprobation on the other, as agree- 
ing or diſagreeing with the perfections of 
God, may be reduced to one or other of the 
above objections, where they have had their 
anſwer. ; 

It is ſcarcely worth my while to obſerve 
what he ſays of the covenant of grace; 
which he owns he has no underſtanding of; 
and I believe him, as that God the Father 
* made a covenant with his Son before the 
* world began, wherein the Son agreed to 
ti ſuffer ſuch and ſuch things; and the Father 
* to give him ſuch and ſuch ſouls for a re- 
* compence, in conſequence of which theſe 
* muſt be ſaved.” And then he aſks where 


it 
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it is written? and in what part of ſcripture 
this covenant is to be found ? Now not to in- 
form or inſtruct Mr. We/ley, but for the ſake 
of ſuch who are willing to be informed and 
inſtructed, read P/al.-xl. 6, 7, 8. Ja. xlix. 
1—6 and liu. 10, 11, 12. Pal. Ixxxix. 3, 4. 
28—30. in which will appear plain traces 
and footſteps of a covenant, or agreement, of 
a ſtipulation and reſtipulation, between the 
Father and the Son; in which the Father 
_ propoſes a work to his Son, and calls him 
to it, even the redemption of his people; to 
which the Son agrees, and ſays, Lo I come to 
do thy will, O! my God; and for a recompence 
of his being an offering for fin, and pouring 
out his ſoul unto death ; 'tis promiſed he 
ſhould ſee his ſeed and prolong his days, and 
have a portion divided him with the great, 
and a ſpoil with the ſtrong. And that there 
was ſuch a covenant ſubſiſting before the 
world began 1s clear; for could there be a 
mediator ſet up from everlaſting, as there 
was, and a promiſe of life before the world 
began made to Chriſt and put into his hand, 
and all ſpiritual bleſſings provided, and all 
grace given to his people in him, before the 
foundation of the world; and yet no cove- 
nant in being? See Prov. viii. 23. Tit. i. 2. 
2 Tim. i. 1, 9, Eph. i. 3. The covenant of 
circumciſion made with Wrabam, and that 
made with the Maelites on mount Sinai, are 
no inſtances of the covenant of grace; but 
are covenants that are waxen old, and vaniſh- 
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ed away; and £ not concern us who are 
not under the law, but under grace: but 
however theſe covenants were conditional, to 
them that were under them; the covenant 
of grace is abſolute and unconditional to us, 
being made with Chriſt our head, who has 
fulfilled all the conditions of it. 

But I proceed now to vindicate what I 
have written on the ſubject of the ſaints Final 
Perſeverance, trom the exceptions made unto 
it. Mr. Weſley ſays, © this is fo pleaſing an 
opinion, ſo agreeable to fleſh and blood, ſo 
e ſuitable to whatever of nature remains in 
* thoſe who have taſted the grace of God, 
« -that I ſee nothing but the mighty power 
« of God, which can reſtrain any who hear 
it from cloſing with it.” Strange ! that 
the docttine of perſeverance in grace and ho- 
lineſs. for no other perſeverance do we plead 
for, ſhould be fo pleaſing and agreeable to 
corrupt nature; beſides ſuch who have taſt- 
ed the grace of God, as they have a principle 

of grace in them, cannot eaſily give into a 
doctrine which manifeſtly gratifies corrupt 
nature, but would oppoſe it and reject it 
ſurely it muſt come with very great evidence, 
that nothing but the power of God can re- 
ſtrain from cloſing with it; and which they 
cloſe with, not to indulge their corruptions, 
but to encourage their faith and hope, and 
to promote holineſs of heart and lite ;. to 
Which they are induced both by arguments, 
/ IS trom 

_ |] Predeſtination, &c. p. 57. 
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from experience, and from ſcripture : the 


former, it ſeems, weigh but little with thoſe 


who believe the poſhbility of falling; and 
the latter-are not plain and cogent. There 
are ſome Scriptures, 'tis ſaid, are againſt per- 
ſeverance, and determine the other way ; the 


arguments from them haye been conſidered 
in a former treatiſe ; to which Mr, Weſley has 
made ſome exceptions, and to which I ſhall 


now make a reply. 

The f text produced againſt the perſe- 
verance of the ſaints, is Ezek. xviii. 24. When 
the righteous man turneth away from bis righ- 


 teouſneſs, &c., This paſſage, and the whole 


context, I have obſerved wholly and ſolely 


regard the houſe of Mrael, and is imperti- 
_ nently produced. Mr. Meſſey calls upon me 


to prove this. What proof would he have ? 
Let him read the chapter, and he'll ſeeit with 


his own eyes; the houſe of 1/-ae/1s mentioned 
dy name and that only; the addreſſes are only 


made to them; the expoſtulations and rea- 


ſonings are only with them; and the exhor- 


tations are unto them; the diſpute is between 


God and them, the charge againſt God is 
brought by them; and the anſwer to it is re- 
turned to them. Let Mr. Meſtey diſprove this 


if he can; it lies upon him to point out any 


_ - Other perſon or perſons than the houſe of 
tjrael, to whom any paſſage in the chapter 
is directed. The righteouſneſs of the righte- 
ous man, ſpoken of in it, I have affirmed to 
be his own righteouſneſs, and not the righte- 

doduſneſs 
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ouſneſs of faith; nor is there the leaſt hint 
of the ſanctifying grace of the ſpirit in the 
account of it, To diſprove this, Mr. M ęſley 
refers to ver. 31. Caſt away from you all your 
tranſgreſſions —make you a new beart, &c. 
Monſtrous ! This is a moſt evident proof that 

the Jeus had no true righteouſneſs; that 
notwithſtanding their pretenſions to it, they 
had not caſt away their tranſgreſſions, and 
were without any inward principle of grace 
or holineſs. I further obſerve, that what is 
ſaid of the righteous man, admitting him 
truly righteous, is only a ſuppoſition, This 
Mr. Weſley flatly denies. But if he reads over 
the chapter to which he directs, he will find 
the facts ſuppoſed, and not aſſerted, ver. 5. 

If a man be juſt, &c. ver. 10. J be beget a 
Jon—that doth not any of theſe duties, 4 ver. 

14. F be beget a ſon that ſeeth all his father's 
ns, &c. And in the paſſage under conſide- 
ration, ver. 24. When the righteous man turn- 
eth away from bis righteouſneſs ; that is, if he 
ſhould ; and ſo it is rendered in the Vulgate 
Latin verſion, and by Pagnine, and is the 
ſenſe of our own tranſlation ; for a ſuppoſi- 
tion is as well expreſſed by when, an adverb 
of time, as by the conjunction : For in- 
ſtance ; when Mr. Weſley writes more to the 
purpoſe, he will-deſerve more attention; that 
is, / he ſhould, Whereas I explained the 
death in ver. 26. of one and the ſame death, 

a temporal death for fin; it is no unuſual 


thing for one and the ſame thing to be ex- 
| E 2 preſſed 


E 

preſſed by different words; and which may 
be the caſe here, without any force upon the 
text, or making it ſpeak nonſenſe; for which 
I have given a reaſon that is not taken notice 
of : and that this death is a temporal, and not 
an eternal one, is clear, becauſe it was now 
upon them, and of which they complained, 
and from whence they might be delivered 
by repentance and reformation ; and which, I 
ſay again, cannot be ſaid of eternal geath, 
when a perſon is once under it. Upon the 
whole, as this chapter relates not to eternal 
ſalvation or damnation, the paſſage from it is 
an inſufficient proof of the apoſtacy of real 
ſaints. 

The ſecond text of Scripture brought in 
favour of the ſaid doctrine, is 1 Tim. i. 19. 
Holding faith and a good conſcience, which 
Some having put away, concerning faith, have 
made Je 1pwreck : In which I have obſerved, 
that it does not appear, that theſe men re- 
ferred to, whole names are toned in the 
next verſe, ever had their hearts purified by 
faith ; but were ungodly men, and ſo no in- 
ſtances of the apoſtacy of true believers. To 
this no reply is made, I further obſerve, 
that putting away a gocd conſcience, does not 
neceſſarily ſuppoſe - they had it, but rather 
that they had 3 not; which ] ſupport by the 
uſe of the ſame word in Ads xiii. 46. where 
the Tews are ſaid to put the word of God 
from them. This inſtance Mr. Weſley ſays 
makes full egunſt me, it being undeniable 


they 
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they had the word of God till they put it 
away. But this I muſt deny; they never had 
it, they never received it, never gave their 
aſſent to it, or embraced it, but contradicted 
and blaſphemed it; and fo is an inſtance of 
the uſe of the word to my purpoſe. It is 
owned by him that men may have a good 
conſcience in ſome ſenſe, without true faith ; 
but ſuch is not that the apoſtle ſpeaks of, be- 
cauſe he exhorts Timothy to hold it: Be it ſo; 
yet it does not appear that theſe men had 
ſuch a conſcience that ariſes from a heart 
purified by faith ; putting it away, we ſee, 


does not prove it; and, beſides, it deſerves  - 


conſideration, that it is not ſaid they made 
ſhipwreck of a good conſcience, which it does 
not appear they ever had, but of faith which 
they once profeſſed, even the doctrine of 
faith: but that faith means only the doctrine 
of faith, wants better proof, he ſays. What 
proof would he have? I have ſhewn that 
the phraſe is never uſed but of the doctrine 
of faith, and have pointed to the places where 
it is ſo uſed; nay, have pointed out the par- 
_ ticular doctrine of faith they made ſhip- 
wreck of. It lies upon him to diſprove this. 
From the whole it appears, that this alſo is 
an inſufficient proof of the apoſtacy of real 
ſaints. 8 
The third text of Scripture infiſted on as a 
proof of the above doctrine, is Rom. xi. 1 
24. concerning the breaking off of the 
branches, and cutting off thoſe that are grafted 
into 


— —— = 
— — — — — :. — ES 


38. 

into the olive- tree; which olive-tree I un- 
derſtand not of the inviſible church, but of 
the outward goſpel-church-ſtate, or the viſi- 
ble goſpel- church. This Mr. Veſſey ſays I 
affirm, and he proves. the contrary. But tho 
I affirm, yet not without a reaſon for it; a 
reaſon which he takes no notice of, nor makes 
any reply to: and how does he prove the 
contrary, that it is the inviſible church ? 
Why, becauſe it conſiſts of holy believers, 
which none but the inviſible church does. 
But does not the viſible church confiſt of 
ſuch? Are there no holy believers in it? 
Read over the epiſtles to the viſible churches 
and you will find the members of them are. 
called holy and believers, ſaints and faithful 
in Chriſt Jeſus. I obſerve, that thoſe figni- 


| fied by the broken branches, were never true 


believers in Chriſt, and ſo no inſtances of the 
apoſtacy of ſuch. To this he replies, that he 
was not ſpeaking of the Jews. Very well, 
but I was; but of the Gentiles, exhorted to 
continue in his goodneſs, and ſo true believers ; 
and yet liable to be cut of: So they might 
be, though it does not neceſſarily follow 
from the apoſtle's exhortation ; which is to 


be underſtood not of the . or love, 


and favour of God; but of the goodneſs of a 
goſpel- church- ſtate, the ordinances of it, and 
an abiding in them, and walking worthy of 
them ; or otherwiſe they were liable to be 
cut off from the church-ſtate in which they 


were. This 1 is laid to be a forced and unna- 
. tural 


6 
tural conſtruction, and requites ſome argu- 
ment to ſupport it. But what elſe could they 
be cut off from? if the olive- tree, in which 
they are ſaid to be ingrafted, is not the invi- 
ſible, but the viſible church, as is proved by 
an argument not anſwered; then the cutting 
off from the olive- tree, muſt be a cutting off 
from that. And whereas there is a ſtro 
intimation that the Jes, the broken branch- 
es, may be grafted in again; Why may not 
thoſe be grafted in again which are cut off, 
vhen reſtored by tepentance, which is often 
the caſe. It remains then, that this paſſage 
of ſcripture does not in the leaſt militate a- 
gainſt the final perſeverance of the faints. 
The fourth text of Scripture quoted as 
againſt the docttine of perſeverance, is Jobn 
XV. I—5, OFT the branches in' Chriſt 
the vine, which abide not, are taken away, 
are caſt forth and withered, and are caſt into 
the fire and burned. I obſerve that there 
are two ſorts of branches in Chriſt, the one 
fruitful, the other unfruitful ; the one in him 
by regenerating grace, the other only by pro- 
feſſion; of the latter are all the above things 


_ . ſaid, not of the former. This Mr. Weſley 


ſays is begging the queſtion, and taking for 
granted the point to be proved: far from it. 
F abfornr to the inſtance alledged, by diſtin- 
guiſhing the different branches in the vine; 
I prove the diſtinction from the text and con- 
text; as well as illuſtrate it by the inſtances 
of the churches in Judea and Theſalonrea, 

5 being 
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being ſaid; to be in Chriſt; all the members 
of which cannot be thought to be really in 
him, but by profeſſion. There are ſome that 
never bore fruit, and ſo never gave any evi- 
dence of their being true believers, and con- 
ſequently can be no inſtances of the apoſtacy 
of ſuch. There are others that bring forth 
fruit and are purged, that they may bring 
forth more fruit, and whoſe fruit remain, 
and axe inſtances of perſeverance. Let it be 
proved, if it can, that any of thoſe who ne- 
ver brought forth any fruit, that we read of, 
were true believers in Chriſt; or ever receiy- 
ed true grace or life from him, that are ſaid 
to be caſt out and burnt; and that any of 
thoſe who brought forth fruit and were 
purged and pruned by the Father of Chriſt, 
that they might bring forth more fruit, ever 
wither'd away and were loſt, Till this is 
done, this paſſage will be of no ſervice for 
the apoſtacy, or againſt the perſeverance of 
the ſaints. IG H 
The fi/th text of Scripture preſſed into this 
argument is, 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. concerning 
thoſe that have eſcaped the pollutions of the 
world through the knowledge of Chriſt, be- 
ing entangled therein and overcome. Of 
whom I obſerve, that it does not appear that 
thoſe perſons had an inward experimental 
knowledge of Chriſt; which is what ought 
to be proved, or elſe it furniſhes out no ar- 
gument againſt the perſeverance of real ſaints. 
Had it been ſuch, I add, they could not 
: | » have 
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have loſt it. This Mr. Weſley calls begging 
the queſtion. It might ſeem fo, if my argu- 
ment had reſted here; but I give reaſons why 
ſuch a knowledge cannot be loſt ; which 
he conceals and tzkes no notice of ; as the 
promiſe of God, that ſuch ſhall follow on 
to know him, and the declaration of Chriſt, 
that eternal life is inſeparably connected 
with ſuch knowledge, He. vi. 3. Jobn xvii. 
3. Eſcaping the pollutions of the world does 
not prove the perfons to have ſuch know- 
| ledge, or to be real faints, fince it ſignifies 
no more, I fay, than an outward reforma- 
tion. . Here, he ſays, I aim at no proof at 
all. Let him make more of it if he can. 
He owns that theſe perſons might be called 
dogs and ſwine before their profeſſion of re- 
ligion, and after their departure from it, but 
not whilſt under it: but unleſs it can be 
proved that they paſſed under a real change, 
and were truly converted, which their hav- 
ing knowledge and eſcaping the pollutions of 
the world are no proofs of ; they might as 

well deferve the appellation during the time 
of their ptofeſſion, as before and after. If 
any thing is done to any purpoſe from this 
inſtance, it ſhould be proved that theſe-men 
had an inward fpiritual and experimental 
knowledge; that from dogs and ſwine they 
became the ſheep of Chriſt, and had the na- 
ture of fuch, and from the ſheep of Chriſt 
became dogs and ſwine again; or it can ne- 

88 3 ns Hh ver 
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ver be thought to be any proof of the final 
and total falling away of true believers. 

The fixth text produced in favour of the 
ſaints apoſtacy, is Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. which 
ſpeaks of enlightened perſons, and ſuch that 
have taſted the heavenly gift, &c. falling 
away. Upon which I obſerve, that the words 
contain only a „ e if they fall away. 
Mr. Weſley ey ſays, there is no zf in the original. 
I reply, tho' it is not expreſſed, it is implied, 
and the ſenſe is the ſame, as if it was; and 
that the words in the original lieliterally thus: 
Itts zmpeſſible that thoſe who were once enlighten- 
ed — - 5 TOPGTTET OVT Gy and they falling away, 

to renew them again to rejentance ; that 1s, 
ſhould they fall away, or if they fall away. 
Here Mr. Veſley riſes up in great wrath, and 
aſks, * ſhall a man lie for God ? either you 
« or I do;” and avers, that the words do not 
literally lie thus; and that they are tranſlated 
by him, and have fallen away, as literally as 
the Engliſh tongue will bear; and calls upon 
all that underſtand Greek to judge between ns, 
I am well content, and extremely defirous 
they ſhould, and even willing to be determin- 
ed by them, which is the moſt literal verſion; 
mine, which renders it as a participle, as it is; 
or bis which renders it as a verb, which it is 
not. I am ſupported in mine by the authority 
of the great and learned Dr, Owen *, whoſe 
knowledge of the Greet tongue no one will 

ſcruple, that is acquainted with his writings : 
He 


On perſeverance, c. 17. p. 423. 
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He ſays, that verbum de verbo, or literally, the A 
words lie in the text, andibey falling away; juſt | 
as I have rendered them. Take ſome in- 
ſtances of the participle of the ſame tenſe, 
both in the ſimple theme of the word, and in 
other compounds, as ſo rendered by our tran- 
ſlators. Tru» falling down on his fl ace, 1. Cor. 
Xiv. 25. TgooTereoe falling down before him, 
Luke viii. 47. Tepeoorre; falling into a place 
where two ſeas met, Acts xxvii. 41. Did 
theſe learned men lie for God? Mr. Weſley's 
quibble is, becauſe the participle is not of the 
preſent, but of the goriſt: the inſtances now 
given are of the ſame tenſe, Every one that 
has learned his Greek Grammer knows, that 
the aorift or indefinite, as he names it, is ſo 
called, becauſe it is undetermined as to time, 
being uſed both of time preſent, and of time : 
paſt *; and when of the latter, it is left unde- 4 
termined, whether juſt now paſt, or ſome time | 
ago, is meant, but as the circumſtances of the 
place ſhew : but let it be rendered either way, 
either in the preſent or paſt, the ſenſe is the 
ſame, and the condition is implied ; be it and 
they falling away, or and they having fallen 
away ; for one or other it muſt be to render it 
literally ; that 1s, ſhould they fall away, or | 
ſhould they have fallen away; or, in other  _ 
words, if they ſhould. And now why all this | 
wrath, rudeneſs, and indecency ? Is this the 
calm Conſiderer, as the title of his book pro- 
miles? the man is pinched and rages, This 
1 * 8 
| „of which ſee inſtances in Dugard's Gr. Gram. p. 126. | 
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puts me in mind of a ſtory of a country fellow 
liſtening with great attention to a Latin diſ- 
putation; which a gentleman oblerving, 
_ ſtepped to him, and ſaid, Friend, you had 
better go about your buſineſs, than ſtand here 
idling away your time to hear what you do 
not underſtand. To which he replied, Tam 
not fo great a fool neither, but I know who 1s 
angry; ſuggeſting by the temper of the diſpu- 
tants, one of them being very angry, he knew 
who had the better, and who the worſt of 
the argument. And ſince Mr. Weſley has 
brought it to this dilemma, that either he or I 
muſt lie for God; Iam very unwilling to take 
it tomyſelf, ſeeing no reaſon for it; and there- 
fore, without a compliment, muſt leave it to 
him to get out, and off, of it as he can. But 
to return to the argument: let it be a ſuppoſi- 
tion or a ſact contained in the words; the queſ- 
tion is, who theſe perſons ſuppoſed, or ſaid 
to fall away, are, and from what they fell? 
There is nothing in the characters of them, as 
has been obſerved, which ſhew them to be 
regenerated perſons, real ſaints, and true be- 
lievers in Chriſt. This ought to be proved, 
e er they can be allowed to be inſtances of the 
apoſtacy of ſuch; whereas they are diſtinguiſh- 
ed from them, and oppoſed to them, ver. 7, 
8, 9. There is nothing in the account of 
them, but what may be ſaid of a Pa/aam, who 
had his eyes open and ſaw the viſion of the 
Almighty, and of ſuch who are only doctri- 
nally enlightened ; or of a Herod that heard 
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Jobn gladly, and of the ſtony ground-hearers, 
who received the word with joy ; or of a Judas 
who had no doubt both the ordinary and ex- 
traordinary gifts of the ſpicit, and a power of 
performing miraculous works, called the pow- 
ers of the world to come, or the gaſpel-diſpen- 
ſation. So that from hence nothing can be con- 
cluded againſt the perſeverance of the ſaints, 
The /eventh paſſage of Scripture brought 
into this controverſy, is Heb. x, 38, the zuſt 
ſhall live by faith, but if any man draw back, 
my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in bim : But very 
impertinently ; ſince he that is ſaid to live by 
faith, and he that is ſuppoſed to draw back, 
is not one and the ſame perſon. Mr. Weſley 
aſks,” © Who is it then? Can any one draw 
te back from faith, who never came to it?” 
To which I anſwer, though he cannot draw 
back from faith he never had, yet he may 
draw back from a profeſſion of faith he has 
made, In order to make it appear, that one 
and the ſame perſon is meant, Mr. Weſley, 
finding fault with our tranſlation, renders the 
words thus: If the juſt man that lives by faith 
draws back, my foul ſhall bave no pleaſure in 
bim. This tranſlation I call inaccurate. He 
deſires to know wherein; Ii! tell him. Eay, 
if, is by force removed from its proper place, 
even from one ſentence back to another; in- 
ſerting the word that before live is doing vio- 
lencetoths text; rendering & ., that lives, 
as if it was of the preſent tenſe, when it is fu- 
ture, and ſhould be ſhall {ve, Leaving out 
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z and or hut, which diſtinguiſhes two pro- 
politions; fo confounding them and making 


them one. And after all, were one and the 
ſame perſon meant, it is only a ſuppoſition, 


which, I ſay again, proves no matter of fact; 
tet Mr. Weſley thew that it does if he can: it 
is a clear caſe, that the juſt man in the text, and 
he that draws back, are two ſorts of perſons; 
it is moſt manifeſt, and beyond all contradic- 
tion, that in the original text in Hab. ii. 4. 
the man whoſe ſoz! is lifted up with 77 and 
conceit of himſelf, and is not upright in him, 
has not the truth of grace in him, is the per- 
ſon who both according to the Apoſtle and 
the Seventy, is ſuppoſed to draw back; from 
whom the juft man that lives by faith is diſtin- 
guiſhed, and to. whom he is oppoſed : and by 
the Apoſtle two forts of perſons are all Jong 
ſpoken of in the context, both before and a 
ter; beſides, that theſe two muſt be different 
and not the lame, i is evident, fince it is moſt 
ſurely promiſed the juſt man, that he ſball live; 
which would not be true of him, if he did 
back to perdition. So that this alſo is af in- 


ſufficient teſtimony againſt the perſeverance 


of the ſaints, 
The erghth text of Scripture made uſe of 
q prove the Apoſtacy of true believers, is Heb. 
29. Of bote much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he be 
5 worthy of, who bath trodden under foot 
the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewithbe was fanctiſied, an tenholy 
thing. The ſtreſs of this proof lies upon the 
perſon 


1 
perſon being ſan:fied with the blood of the co- 
venant, who is ſuppoſed to be the ſame that 
trod under foot the Son of God. But I have ob- 
ſerved that the antecedent to the relative he is 
the Son of God, and ſo conſequently he, and 
not the apoſtate, is ſaid to be ſanctified with 
the blood of the covenant; wherefore the 
words are no proof of the apoſtacy of truly 
ſanctified perſons. Mr. Ye/ley ſays I forgot 
to look at the original, or my memory fails. 
Neither, is the caſe, However, I have looked 
again to refreſh my memory, had it failed; 
and find indeed other words going before, but 
no other ſubſtantive but ws, the Son of God, 
to whom the relative he can refer : and that 
this does refer to the Son of God in the clauſe 


immediately preceding, is not a ſingular opi- 


nion of mine; that learned Dutchman Goma- 
rus *, and our very learned countrymen Dr. 
Lightfoot o, and Dr, Owen of the laſt age, 
and Dr. Ridgley of the preſent, are of the 
ſame ſentiment. But admitting that it refers 
to the apoſtate, ſince this may be underſtood 
of his being ſanctified, or ſeparated from others 
by a profeſſion of religion, by church-mem- 
berſhip and partaking of the Lord's ſupper, 
in which 7he blood of the covenant is repreſent- 
ed; and of his being ſanctified by it in his own 
eſteem and in the eſteem of others, when he 
was not inwardly ſanctified by the Spirit; 
this can be no proof of the apoſtacy of a real 
ſaint. It ſhould be proved, that this ſanctifi- 

| cation 


Comment. in Heb. x. 29. > Harmony, Sc. p. 341. © On 
Perſeverance, p. 432. Body of Divinity, Vol, II. p. 125. 
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cation is to be undetſtood of in ward fandifi- 
cation, or elſe it proves not the point in de- 
bate. Mr. Veſtey thinks it may be ſo under- 
ſtood, and that for this reaſon; becauſe the 
words immediately following are, and hath 
done deſpite unto the Spirit of grace. Surpriz- 
ing! that a man's having done deſpite to the 
Spirit of grace, ſhould be a proof of his hay- 
ing been ke ſanctiſied by him; which 
might -more reaſonably be thought to be a 
proof of the very reverſe. So then it remains, 
that this paſſage alſo does not militate againſt 
the doctrine of the ſaints final perſeverance. 
Mr. Weſley has thought fit to add ſeveral 
other texts, which he pr © ir to conſidera- 
tion, as proving that a true believer may final- 
ly fall; but as be has not advanced any argu- 
ment upon them, I ſhall not enter into an 
examination of them, and of the : weight they 
bear in this controverſy; and befides, they be- 
ing ſuch as either do not reſpect true e 
about whom the queſtion is, or only their 
falling from ſome degtee of grace and ſtedfaſt- 
neſs of it, and do not deſign a total and final 
falling away; or elſe they only intend perſons 
receiving the doctrine of grace and a falling 
from that, and fo are nothing to the purpoſe, 
And unleſs ſomething more to the purpoſe is 
offered,” than yet has been, I ſhall not think 
myſelf under any obligation to attend unto it, 
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